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BorderX launched their new, smaller 
Extreme model early January – just in 
time for the Caravan Show at Gallagher 
Estate this February. 

The BorderX Extreme sleeps two  
on a double bed upfront in the nose 
section and has a rear doorway, with  
the focus being on outside living. It  
has a licence mass of 920kg compared  
to the bigger Expedition model that 
comes in at 1!540kg.

But who is BorderX? In the August 
2019 issue, we featured a story on the 
then latest double-axle off-roader, 

the BorderX Expedition, an off-road 
caravan built by husband and wife  
team Werner and Desna Pretorius for 
their personal use. This decision was 
spurred on after losing their caravan  
in an accident in Namibia. 

They decided to build a caravan  
to overcome certain shortcomings  
their previous caravan presented  
and, both being engineers, they put 
their heads together to create an  
off-roader that would suit their  
lifestyle and personal needs.

It would know no boundaries – 

BORDERX EXTREME

Sleeps two on a double 
bed up front and very 
quick to set up.

You will see this and more at the Caravan Show, Gallagher Estate, 21 - 23 February

hence the name BorderX – with the 
X depicting the unknown destination 
and the Border suggesting it is capable 
of travelling to Cairo, if need be. 
Their first priority was developing a 
suspension specifically designed for 
soaking up the road less travelled and, 
of course, overall durability. Working 
with Roadque, one of the biggest 
trailer component manufacturers in 
SA, BorderX developed what appears 
to be the sexiest off-road suspension 
available. It is built using stainless 
steel and is painted red so as to be 
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ABOVE The interior is simple and offers a wash basin and a microwave oven. Below The chassis is built tough with this 
independent, coil spring suspension for the rugged African landscape.

a feature and catch the eye of 
any hot-blooded South African. 
The suspension features dual 
orange-painted shock absorbers 
and blackened wheel rims, 
all on a sturdy structure that 
looks fit to, well, take on Africa. 
Another advantage of this 
independent suspension system 
is that there is no axle under the 
centre of the chassis to foul on 
middelmannetjies, be it soft sand 
or axle bending solid granite.

Now, after months of 
development, they have come 
up with the additional BorderX 
model, designed for the smaller 
and lighter 4x4 owner who  
has the desire to see remote  
and wonderful places.

There is much to be said  
about having simplicity in  
setting up camp, as well as 
having a good night’s sleep on 
a decent bed. By all accounts, 
the BorderX Extreme is designed 
to do just this. It has a large 
double bed upfront in the nose 
section, storage space towards 
the rear, and a large rear-opening 
doorway. Outside on the left 
is the outdoor living area with 
slide-out fridge and other 
conveniences.

A great deal of attention 
has been focused on body 
components and standard 
features include 265/65R17 
tyres and rims, front and rear 
adjustable stabilisers (corner 
steadies), and independent coil 
spring suspension. Also, part of 
the mix is a 75-litre cold water 
and a 60-litre hot water geyser, 
two pumps, a slide-out kitchen 
with Dometic gas stove and 
washbasin, an 80-litre slide-
out fridge, a pop-up kitchen 
with good working space, LED 
lights inside and out, 220/12-
volt sockets inside and out, 
an intelligent Victron Charger, 
and power monitor system and 
brackets for two batteries.  
Cost R216!522 Excl.VAT.

For a comprehensive  
list of accessories contact  
info@borderX.co.za.

I’d like to use the word  ‘phew‘ for it is 
with some relief that it appears that this 
company is back on a solid footing to 
recovery with dealers reverting back to 
having the full Jurgens, Sprite, Gypsey and 
Tourers franchise on their floors. Not only 
have Natal Caravans and Marine taken 
back the franchise this year but so too 
Kennis Caravans in Gauteng.

And apart from the recently launched 
new Jurgens Penta, they are planning to 
have both the new Penta and Exclusive  
at the show. 

We are also told that, if time permits, a 
new Classique will also be there.

Looks like the whole industry is really 
hotting up with competition reaching its 
highest proportions ever.  It's a great time 
to be a buyer!

JURGENS
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An end of an era? Readers report 
that Durban Caravans, agents for 
Jurgens, Sprite, Gypsey, and Safari 
products has closed. We were 
unable to raise them on the phone, 
so we asked Natal Caravan and 
Marine in nearby Pinetown  
to confirm.

“It is with sincere sadness that 
we learn of the owner’s decision to 
close Durban Campworld & Safari 
Centre located in Springfield Park 
Durban,”!said Geoff Courtis, MD 
Natal Caravans & Marine.

Durban Caravans was started  
by Jan Groen and his family in  
1982, sold to Imperial in 2013 and 
again sold to the current owner in 
2017. Gavin Kiloh (Jan's son-in-
law) was Dealer Principal until he 
joined Natal Caravan and Marine 
early in 2018.

“Durban Caravans and Natal 
Caravans have been arch-rivals 
for the 37 years of our 60 years in 
business. While there has certainly 
been some strong rivalry between 
us, there has always been mutual 
respect and friendship between the 
Groen, Kiloh, and Courtis families, 
which has filtered through to the 
staff of both companies. We have 
often helped each other out with 
parts and stock in order to satisfy 
our customer needs. All of us here 
at Natal Caravans & Marine extend 
our heartfelt thoughts, prayers and 
very best wishes to the affected  
staff members at this very 
challenging and uncertain time.” 
said Geoff Courtis.

The good news is that owners 
of Jurgens, Sprite, and Gypsey 
caravans are not without a dealer. 
Natal Caravans & Marine have once 
again become KZN’s authorised 
agents for the various Jurgens Ci 
brands. These include Jurgens, 
Jurgens Safari, Sprite, Sprite Tourer, 
Gypsey, Howling Moon, and 
Campworld. This appointment 
will provide seamless service and 
backup to existing owners of the 
Jurgens Ci products.!

…AND SADLY
GOODBYE DURBAN 
CARAVANS?

Another brand new caravan 
manufacturer is working flat out to 
launch their first caravan at the  
Caravan Show – Badger Adventure 
Caravans in KZN Natal.

The Badger team have some 12  
years’ experience in fibreglass, their  
core business is building high-tech 
fibreglass yachts but their holiday 
passion is camping. So they decided to 
amalgamate their 4x4 experience and 
camping knowledge, putting it to good 
use and design what is said to be an 
innovative caravan with comfort and 
practicality as its key core. 

They have also patented a unique 
foldout sleeping area aimed at offering 
generous interior accommodation. 

Badger are developing a range of 
compact fibreglass caravans that will 
include the Badger Mini, Badger Lite, 
Badger X-Over, and Badger Extreme. 
They also have a camper version that 
will be on display at the Caravan  
Show, plus some ideas for launching 
later in the year. 

Their construction secret – infused 
fibreglass that will be almost  
bulletproof, says Zane Kramm, one  
of the shareholders.

The Badger Mini is yet to be 
completed but as the name suggests, it 
will be a smaller version.

The Badger Lite will be the lightest of 
the full-length range and the target is a 
GVM of 750kg, meaning that it can be 

towed by a ‘B’ drivers licence. It has the 
option of having a small bunk for a child, 
or additional storage space in front of 
the caravan. There is a fold-up pantry, 
accessible from both inside and out, as 
well as a pull-out two-plate gas cooker. 
The pull-out kitchen has cold water on 
tap, and there is space for an optional 
fridge/freezer. Pricing starts at R175!000.

The Badger X-Over caravan is more 
robust with a higher rated axle and 15-
inch, wheels making it better suited for 
gravel roads.

In addition to having all the features  
of the Badger Lite the X-Over also has  
a 15-litre hot water geyser. The GVM  
on this model will be about 800kg and 
cost R215!000.

The Badger Extreme is naturally 
designed for those who are serious about 
getting into the bush and so has extra, 
top-of-the-range features including 
shock absorbers, mud flaps, rock sliders 
– and it comes standard with a fridge. 
This model will be priced from R265!000.

Badger Caravans also have a pick-up 
camper that fits in the load bay  
of a double cab bakkie. It is a stand-
alone unit meaning you can leave it  
on your campsite when wanting to  
go on a game drive. Price starts at 
R115!000 (VAT included).

Badger offer an extensive range of 
add-ons and after-market parts – more 
as and when this becomes available. Visit 
their website at badgercaravans.co.za.

BADGER ADVENTURE CARAVANS

Now in full 
production 
and ready 
to tackle 
Africa.
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Remember the Nayela off-road caravan 
seen at last year’s show? That was the 
prototype and the company has in the 
interim set up a new factory, made all 
the necessary ‘tweaks’ to the original 
design and are now in full production, 
just in time for this year’s show.

The designer is a professional 
architect so expect the Nayela double 
axel off-roader to feature some clever 
space saving ideas and a style that,  
well, has been planned and created  
by an architect! 

Apart from a very different exterior 

styling Nayela also has a slide out 
bedroom on the off-side wall, a feature 
that makes a massive difference to 
available interior space when camping.

And to create a self-contained interior 
while holidaying in the great outdoors 
there is a shower and toilet cubicle 
against the rear wall offering a good 
degree of privacy.

On the near side, under the  
protection of the awning, is the slide  
out kitchen. Here the moulded  
fiberglass corners are smooth and the 
lines have a finesse that these new 

generation off-roaders excel in.
It is priced at R495!000 with a  

special of R460!000 at the show, that  
is including VAT.  

NAYELA


